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Architecture is a com-
prehensive approach, 
which combines the 
hard skills of design 
and the soft skills of 
human connection 
and experience.

PEOPLE • LIFESTYLE • DESIGN • INTERIORS

One-on-one with 
SSA Architects

Buildings make their 
fi rst impressions through 
their facades.
• We Architects , Mumbai
• DCA Architects, New Delhi
 
• Baldiwala Associates, Mumbai
 
• Shilpa Architects Planners   

 Designers, Chennai & more...
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Style is a constant 
evolution; hence being 
one-of-a-kind, Zique, a 
unisex salon and spa is 
integral to this notion, 
right from the brand 
name to the tagline – 
‘Beyond Unique’. The 
client requirement was 
to reflect the theme 
of “Uniqueness,” and 
“Luxury,” of the salon in 
the design.
Photo credits: Shilpa Architects

Uberluxury

Pavitra Sriprakash

Exterior Zique.

Arty-Techture
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Designed by Shilpa Archi-

tects, Chennai; Zique is a 

luxurious,style-infused salon 

with exotic interiors paired with 

exclusive services, raising the bar in 

the beauty and lifestyle business!

Located in Chetpet, Chennai - an up 

market and a prime location, this is 

the home for discerning clients–busi-

nessmen, women and progressive 

youth. Its world-class quality adds an 

aspiration and inspires one to stand-

out-from-the-crowd.  The 2,400 sq ft 

plush, stylish salon was envisioned to 

off er services that redefi ne beauty 

and styling in the city.  The founder 

wanted to bring in a unisex design 

theme and name that is strong yet 

alluring. The clients were looking for 

a new magnifi cent design that was 

never seen in Chennai.

To create functionality, the 

designers planned the strategies to 

maximize the double height of the 

1   Spa - Massage luxury room.

2   Spa room detail.

3   Kids hair cutting station.

4   Door detail mask.

Fact File
Design: Shilpa Architects Plan-

ners Designers

Turnkey Execution: Stone 

Lotus

1

2

09 Mar - Apr 2016 Vol 6 Issue 3 DM.indb   8409 Mar - Apr 2016 Vol 6 Issue 3 DM.indb   84 01-03-2016   17:14:5301-03-2016   17:14:53



MARCH-APRIL 2016 • DESIGN MATRIX   85

space. The salon is located on the 

ground fl oor with a glass encased 

spa on the mezzanine fl oor. Metallic 

gold accents have been thought-

fully added into the space – right 

from the oversized mirrors to the 

smaller details. One would be moved 

by the purse holders for individual 

client comfort. A unique kid friendly 

area with specialists, who focus on 

haircuts for kids is a special feature 

of this salon.  The playful lighting and 

comfortable chairs ensure a smooth 

experience for the youngest clients.  

All the design elements have 

been uniquely customized for Zique, 

right from the mirror, detailed recep-

tion table to the oversized door, with 

moulded masks that glow from the 

lighting within the salon. The door 

has been specifi cally fabricated with 

translucent glitter faces. They double 

up as the “door handles,” as the cli-

ents have to touch the face to push 

the door and get inside.  

The exterior façade beside the 

door is fi tted with shimmering metal 

that moves and makes a sound with 

the breeze. A great tree covers the 

parking garage, and the gentle breeze 

moves the gold sequince that forms 

the dynamic façade.  This dynamic 

façade glistens and changes its char-

acter with the lighting and weather 

and is easily spotted from anywhere, 

along the busy main road.

When the client walks into the 

salon, the double height space with 

specialized lighting is magnifi ed and 

connected by mirrored spaces, mak-

ing the place glamorous. Metallic and 

translucent elements accented with 

white, provide the feeling of lavish-

ness and royalty.  The lighting is done 

by adding the “Luxe,” element to the 

various specifi cations needed by the 

stylists and the international brand. 

The reception area and the table 

3

4

09 Mar - Apr 2016 Vol 6 Issue 3 DM.indb   8509 Mar - Apr 2016 Vol 6 Issue 3 DM.indb   85 01-03-2016   17:15:0201-03-2016   17:15:02



86   DESIGN MATRIX • MARCH-APRIL 2016
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5   Lighting Detail.

6   Lounge & Hair Dressing Stations.

7   Entrance & Hair Dressing Stations.

8   Mani - pedi lounge.

9   Reception table detail.
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Zique lends this exceptional factor to 

its clients. It will create trendsetters 

across all ages and expand its hori-

zons to promote the message of evo-

lutionary style, and luxurious design 

across India and the world.

Know the designer
Pavitra Sriprakash is an Architect 

and Urban Designer with a focus 

on sustainability. As an expert in 

sustainability, she has been invited on 

several occasions by CII, The Indian 

Green Building Council, The Economic 

Times and various forums to address 

groups about her perspectives about 

green buildings and sustainability. 

She is the chief designer and Director 

of Shilpa Architects, an international 

award winning architectural design 

fi rm headquartered in Chennai.

This project was executed by 

Stone Lotus, a subsidiary of Shilpa 

Architects.  Stone Lotus specializes 

in providing high-end turnkey design-

build solutions.  

www.shilpaarchitects.com

encase styling scissors in a glass lit 

table to showcase some of the equip-

ment used by the stylists. The spa 

rooms and specialized service areas 

in the mezzanine, provides a serene 

space for clients to experience their 

chosen treatments. The steps to the 

mezzanine are encased with mirror 

and glass, which are carefully lit to 

enhance the client experience.  “Our 

mission was to build something magi-

cal and funky, that every visitor inter-

acts with and engage in all the senses 

and creates a rich experience”, says, 

Pavitra Sriprakash, Chief Designer & 

Director, Shilpa Architects. 

Being diff erent evokes trends and 
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